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55th Avenue adds nightly events
Daniel Ketchelos — Staff Writer
55th Avenue, one of Dordt University’s
student-led coffee shops, is adding nightly
events to its regular schedule. While right now
these new events include streaming sports
games and TV series’, they may soon include
other events like live music and trivia nights.
Students often study at 55th, but FLAME,
Dordt’s business club which runs the campus
coffee shops, hopes that adding nightly events
will increase the number of students in 55th and
boost sales.
“We’ve been trying to figure out how we can
shift the culture in this space since quiet study
spaces don’t sell smoothies,” Isaac Rohne, the
Managerial President for FLAME said. “The
hope is that if you stick around to watch the
game, you might also grab a smoothie or cookie
too.”
This shift in culture at 55th is a response
to how many students just pass through the
area instead of hanging out with their friends.
FLAME is hoping to change this space so
students have more reasons for sticking around
in the evenings.
“We started brainstorming on how we
can bring people to this space [55th] for a
reason,” said Tim Klein, professor of business
administration and FLAME club sponsor. “[We
asked] ‘How do we make this a destination
where students can hang out?’ And this
[streaming] was one thing that we saw as a way

Live nightly events posted in Kuyper Apartments lobby
to bring people together.”
Every week different events will be hosted
each night. Some nights, mainly Mondays and
Thursdays, will host football games and other
athletics, while Tuesdays and Wednesdays
will host other television series such as “The

Yik Yak sparks controversy
Abby Starkenburg – Staff Writer
After a fun day of attending the Tri-wizard
event and catching up on homework, Anna
Kerstetter, a freshman at Dordt University, sat
on her dorm bed with her friends. They opened
Yik Yak, only to find their fellow students
making crude comments about one another.
Kerstetter found the comments made about
females especially disturbing. People repeatedly
commented about what is attractive in women’s
bodies and what is not, and sometimes resorted
to name-dropping when talking about certain
body types.
“It’s hard to read - it makes you sad because
that is what the next generation is saying to one
another,” Kerstetter said.
Yik Yak is an app designed to give users an
anonymous experience with people nearby.
People can post ‘yaks’ and other anonymous
users can interact with their posts by
commenting, upvoting, or downvoting.
Created in 2013, Yik Yak reached a net-worth
of around $400 million. However, the app shut
down in 2017 because of “a decrease in user
engagement and growing criticism around the
use of its platform for rampant cyberbullying
and threats of bombs and shootings, which
in some cases led to school evacuations and
lockdowns,” according to Business Insider.
Square Inc. then purchased Yik Yak in 2017.
They added new community guidelines to try
and combat the violent threats and bullying that
led to Yik Yak’s initial 2017 demise. The app
has since grown in popularity again, particularly
among college students.
Brian Masters, Dordt’s Computer Services
System Administrator, is very wary about
applications that claim to be ‘anonymous.’

Bachelor/Bachelorette” or Hallmark movies.
“We’ve noticed that for the last few years,
our 55th sales haven’t been doing as well, and
so we asked around and people mentioned they
wanted 55th to be more of a hang-out spot,”
Nathan Wanninger, the 2021-2022 FLAME

Accountant, said. “As we brainstormed,
we heard a lot of people on campus talking
about hangout events for The Bachelor, and
people watching Monday and Thursday Night
Football.”
55th also plans to stream away-games for
Dordt sports teams.
“We thought maybe if we offered Dordt
games that aren’t on campus, we could retain
more people in this area,” Wanninger said.
With Dordt’s institutional shift to Coca-Cola
products, FLAME plans to possibly add further
concessions to the 55th menu.
“Coke has been great as far as working with
us to add different products,” Rohne said. “So,
coming soon there might be either a popcorn
machine, a nacho machine, or both.”
55th hopes adding these events and
additional concessions will help move traffic
away from their competitor, the Grille.
“The late-night meal exchange at the grille
has been our biggest competitor over the last
four years,” Asher Brown, a FLAME manager,
said. “Trying to get late-night snack options,
like popcorn, nachos, or hot dogs, for people
that want those late-night snack options will
hopefully help our sales.”
In addition to having events, 55th is hoping
to increase the availability of having a space for
students to hang out in.
“We’ve talked about [adding] simple...
Cont. on pg. 3

Wind symphony considered
for Grammy
Audra Kooi —Staff Writer

“Certain applications have certain protection,
but I’ve been around long enough to see them
all fail,” Masters said. “[Data leaking is] not
super common, but common enough for me to
be careful.”
As students approach a time of starting
their careers, what they post online can hold
significance. What people say on Yik Yak, even
though it claims to be anonymous, can easily
be traced back to initial posters and shown to
potential employers, Masters said.
Students often believe that what they say on
Yik Yak can’t be connected to them -- but that’s
not the case. When making an account with Yik
Yak, users are required to put in their phone
numbers, which makes it very easy to track if
subpoenaed -- a process that Dordt uses when
necessary, according to Robert Taylor, Dordt’s
Vice President of Student Success and Dean of
Students.
“When we have something concrete, we will
look into it every time,” Taylor said.
Taylor points out that Yik Yak might own this
data currently, but that they could sell it at...
Cont. on pg. 6

In May 2021, the Dordt University Wind
Symphony recorded Music With Friends.
A year and a half later, the album is being
considered for a Grammy nomination for the
Best Orchestral Performance and the Best
Engineered Album, Classical.
The Grammy process has four levels. First,
record labels submit hundreds of recordings to
the Grammys for consideration. Mark Records
label submitted Music With Friends along
with hundreds of other recordings. From there,
voting members of the National Academy
of Recording Arts and Sciences (NARAS)
pick which recordings can be considered for
nomination. This is the current stage of the
process. Dordt’s recording is against top-tier
ensembles such as the Berlin Philharmonic and
other global musical organizations.
Recordings that make it beyond the second
stage are nominated for a Grammy. From there,
NARAS members vote again to choose the final
winners of each Grammy.
“Just the fact that we are under consideration
is a huge deal,” Onsby C. Rose, professor of
music and wind symphony director at Dordt,
said. “If we were to be nominated, that would
be earthshattering.”
No wind band has ever been nominated for a
Grammy.
In both 2020 and 2021, the LA Philharmonic
won the Grammy for Best Orchestral
Performance, and the Philadelphia Orchestra
won in 2022. Previous winners of the Best
Engineered Album, Classical include the

Chicago Symphony Orchestra and the Boston
Symphony Orchestra. To even be considered in
the company of such accomplished musicians
is a great honor for the Dordt Wind Symphony.
The recording process took place over four
days, full of joys and struggles. Recording
one five-minute song took about four hours
of recording. There were 30 hours of raw
recording at the end.
“It was long hours of sitting and playing my
instrument,” senior Dallas Johnson said. “But
it was definitely when my clarinet playing
peaked.”
From there, Rose picked the best parts of each
recording that were then sent to the production
team in New York. Three months and several
edits later, Music With Friends was a finalized
album. ...
Cont. on pg. 6
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FLAME Trip to Omaha

News

Gracie Campbell – Staff Writer
This past weekend, Dordt’s FLAME business
club travelled to Omaha for the annual fall
business trip. With a team of three professors,
25 students piled into buses early Thursday
morning to make the two-and-a-half-hour trek
south.
FLAME, standing for Future Leaders and
Missional Entrepreneurs, takes one trip a
semester to various Midwest cities. Students
in the FLAME club work in one of the two
student-run coffee shops on campus. Their
work helps pay for their portion of the trip. On
these trips, students tour different businesses;
depending on the city the business can be both
large and small. In the past, FLAME has made
trips to Des Moines, St. Louis, Chicago, Denver,
Kansas City, Milwaukee, and Minneapolis.
This year the group split into two different
tracks: one group of marketing and management
students and the other accounting and finance
students. This break allowed students to explore
their personal vocations and interests. Both
groups visited a Coca-Cola packaging plant on
the way down in Sioux City, but once in Omaha

split ways. The marketing and management
group visited Gallop Polls Headquarters,
Scooters Coffee Headquarters, and Horsepower
Brands. The accounting and finance group
visited multiple insurance companies including
First National Insurance Company, Lincoln
Financial, and Kiewit Construction.
Isaac Rhone, a senior Business Admin and
Entrepreneurship student, said he would go
again.
“That was for sure the best trip I’ve been on. It
was fast and it was action-packed,” Rhone said.
“Everybody was talking about the businesses as
we were driving home.”
This trip topped others coming out of the
pandemic.
“It felt, especially post-covid some of the trips
we’ve gone on have been difficult to organize
actual tours,” Rhone said.
They have had multiple trips where companies
would come to their hotel but, Rhone said “it’s
different than seeing the office, especially seeing
the Gallop office or the Scooters Headquarters.”

Some of the business students part of the recent trip to Omaha
Rhone enjoyed Gallop the most and said he
would consider working there in the future.
Freshman accounting student Destiny Timmer
agreed. As part of the accounting group, Timmer
enjoyed Kiewit most.
“I learned more about a bunch of different
positions you could have,” Timmer said.
“[Kiewit] is more of a construction company
but we focused on the accounting side of it.
They have their own tax people instead of going
through other [tax companies].”
Professors Tim Klein, Randy Smit, and
Joshua Hollinger led the groups to Omaha.

Klein enjoyed travelling with the group and was
impressed with the students.
“My favorite part, honestly, was seeing the
students engage,” Klein said.
The students were actively involved in each
tour asking questions and listening to the guides
for each company and panel.
The group returned Friday afternoon,
spending the previous night in an Omaha hotel.
The FLAME club intends to make the spring
trip in 2023 to Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Photo credit: FLAME Coffee Shops

The campus store expands to Defender game days
Georgia Lodewyk — Staff Writer

Parked just behind the bleachers of the Dordt
University football field is a trailer painted
bright “Defender Gold” yellow, difficult for
fans to miss as they enter the stadium. Three
shirts: a black t-shirt, crew neck, and a gray
sweatshirt, are all displayed on mannequins to
the left, proudly donning Dordt Football logos.
The Campus Store has added a new location: a
storefront with wheels.
According to Leah Schoonhoven, the
Campus Store’s insignia coordinator, the idea
for the trailer has been a dream of hers for over
five years.
“I’m so excited. I’ve always wanted a trailer
since I started working at Dordt,” Schoonhoven
said. “That was one thing that I wanted to add to
the campus store.”
Her vision included a trailer in Defender
colors with the Dordt emblem on the front, a
window that could flip up and down for selling
merchandise, and a large door to make loading
and unloading more efficient. When they found
a trailer in Georgia, already painted gold, that
fit what they were looking for, Schoonhoven’s
vision made its way north, traveling over 1,000
miles to reach Dordt’s football field.
The new trailer made its debut Defender
Days weekend, where the campus store sold
shirts, hats, seat cushions, and more from
the trailer, offering a discounted rate than the

The trailer, open for business at the last home football game
normal in-store price. Schoonhoven continued
to adjust the inventory of the trailer, changing
the items based on weather and the theme of
student section apparel. Their first two home
football games were met with successful sales.
“It’s exciting to see the campus store grow,”
Sharla Tubergen, the Campus Store’s Book and

Operations Coordinator, said.
In the five years since Tubergen and
Schoonhoven have worked at the bookstore,
they have seen growth and change in products
sold and services offered, and the trailer is
another addition they celebrate.
While the trailer was only able to accept

Changes to Grille pick-up
Dayna Wichhart — Staff Writer
Every weekday at 1:30 p.m., the Grille register
starts spitting out receipts from the fifty to
seventy-five students mobile ordering their hot
meal exchange sandwiches and an additional
line of students waiting to order.
Morgan Heinen is one of those students. She
eats a Defender from the Grille for lunch most
days. Today, she orders her sandwich through
the Eatable app and after class wanders through
the crowd to check for it.
As classes dismiss, students fill the Grille
and congest the pickup line as they search for
their sandwiches and grab their side and drink.
Students stand shoulder to shoulder, lining the
exit of the Grille and waiting for their name to
be called.
“I hate having to squeeze past all the people
picking up their sandwiches every day,”
sophmore Maggie Reynen, a frequent visitor to
the Grille, said.
The Grille has recently moved the sandwiches
behind a glass shield and now students must
tell their name to a Grille employee who finds
the sandwich to hand over. Students have been
frustrated that this slows down the process of
getting to their sandwiches.
“At the beginning of the year, we noticed that

we were having to remake a lot of sandwiches,”
Nicole Rensink, Defender Grille Manager, said.
“Not because people were stealing them, but
because they were taking the wrong ones.”
Students glance at the sandwiches and grab
the first sandwich they see with their name on it.
But on Dordt’s campus, there are many students
who have the same name. Not everyone was
checking the ticket thoroughly to make sure
they were picking up the correct order.
By having Grille staff confirm the orders
before students take the sandwich, they are
better able to ensure the correct sandwiches are
being picked up.
“I personally like to hand out the sandwiches
because it gives me a quick second to interact
with the students and staff,” Rensink said.
Students have noticed the wait time on the
Eatable app rarely reflects the correct time that
the sandwiches take to order. Remaking the
sandwiches slows down the time for hot meal
exchange pickup, delaying other orders more.
Heinen has already grabbed her cookies and
drink and every couple of minutes walks back
up to the counter to check again if her sandwich
is ready.
“If I don’t get my sandwich ordered right
away, I usually have to wait 20 to 30 minutes to
get my sandwich,” Heinen said.

The Grille has been flooded with orders and
students this year. Because the mobile app has
mislead students on their orders’ wait times, the
Grille staff encourages students to not rely on
the app’s information. When all the orders come
in at the same time, the app does not have time
to update and give the correct wait time.
The system will sometimes overload when
orders come in at the same time, and orders will
often get missed. The printer can only print so
fast, and as they are printing, the Grille staff
must go through the receipts to ensure none are
doubled or are missed.
“We are working on trying to find out what
works best for us and all the students during this
busy time,” Rensink said.
As the year progresses, the staff will
continue to work to find more efficient and
effective ways of running the Grille and the hot
meal exchange process.
“I am always open to suggestions on how we
can improve,” Rensink said. “Feel free to stop
by any time and share your thoughts with us.”
Heinen’s sandwich is ready and, as usual,
the sandwich tastes delicious and is worth the
wait. She and the rest of the students will be
back for their sandwiches again tomorrow.
Photo credit: Dayna Wichhart

cash and checks this year, they are planning
to accept credit cards by next football season.
Schoonhoven also plans to add shelves to make
storing and rotating inventory in the trailer
easier, and hopes that the trailer can take off to
more events besides Defender football.
“I want to get one working first before we
venture into the others,” Schoonhoven said.
“But hockey would be good, and soccer we
talked about.”
They also hope to have the trailer at large
Dordt events, such as graduation, where
not everyone has enough time to stop in the
store, but can still benefit from the discounted
prices offered. As for the trailer itself, both
Schoonhoven and Tubergen envision a
welcoming environment. Schoonhoven wants
to decorate the front of the truck, including the
Dordt logo, and maybe even set up a game of
corn hole by the side.
“Its yellow, its bright,” Tubergen said. “You
can’t miss it, it’s inviting,”
While not offering the same clothes as
in store, the convenience of the truck is an
attraction that the Campus Store hopes to build
on. As the campus store grows, a $10 t-shirt
in one hand, a concessions hot dog in the
other, all while the Defender band plays in the
background could become the new visual of
Defender Game days.
Photo credit: Georgia Lodewyk
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MOSAIC hosts first event
Abi Wegner —Staff Writer
Walking into the De Yager Activity Area next
to the Grille on Nov. 2, all chairs face a big
screen, much like a movie theater. The smell
of popcorn is in the air, being freshly popped
in a machine beside the stage. There is a lot of
chatter among attendees as they wait for the
documentary to begin.
The Multicultural Leadership Program (MLP)
hosted its first MOSAIC night of the year. The
event consisted of watching the Unspoken
documentary, eating popcorn and the famous
Defender Crunch, followed by small-group
discussions around the significance of the film.
The documentary centered around Christian
heritage in Africa, as well as how slavery forced
individuals to America. It asks if Christianity
is a “white man’s religion” and why it may
seem that way. It features a group of scholars
with vast expertise in history, philosophy, and
cultural influence.
Specifically, the film featured Reverend Esau
McCaulley, who spoke at Dordt University for
First Mondays on Nov. 7.
Through participating in this discussion on
the Christian faith and the role of the Black
church in its history, viewers from different
backgrounds learned to see Christianity through
a lens beyond their own.
One of these attendees was freshman Olivia
Fedders. Before the event, Fedders “felt very
uneducated on the topic” and thought she
should seek out more information.
“I could just accept that I don’t know much
about it and brush it off,” Fedders said. “Or I
could attend events like this to be a little bit
more aware.”
She believes it is important for other students

to go to similar events, so they can get out of
their comfort zone, or the bubble of the things
they know.
Fedders especially enjoyed the small
group discussion after the video. She learned
through hearing different perspectives from
both the MLP leaders, as well as the stories
of international students that chose to come to
Dordt.
“I really enjoyed surrounding myself with
a diverse background of people,” Fedders
said. “I love making those connections and
relationships.”
She hopes Dordt continues to put on events
like this one, so that other students can learn
more about their own religion as well as the
history of other cultures.
Alex Vasquez, the Director of Diversity
Initiatives and the leader of MLP, said he was
happy with how the event turned out.
“We had over 50 people show up,” Vasquez
said. “I was happy that the students were
engaging with it and [were] asking good
questions.”
Vasquez also believes in the importance
of these cultural events so students have the
opportunity to have “healthy conversations”
about sometimes difficult topics.
His vision is to provide “students the tools to
critically think about these things.” The goal
of the MLP and MOSAIC program is to create
a safe space for all people to learn from each
other.
Vasquez said the beauty of MLP is it
encourages growth between its members,
mentors, and event attendees, not only in
growing relationships with each other, but
by being pushed to become better people
themselves.

Comedy doesn’t have to be
crass
Libby Bandelin – Staff Writer
In today’s entertainment culture, it can be hard
to find comedy that doesn’t have some degree
of sexual substance, dirty language, or raunchy
humor. Blue comedy, defined as “profane or
crass humor filled with sexual innuendos,” has
taken center stage. It only takes a scroll through
YouTube shorts, TikTok or an episode of SNL
to see how crude comedic content has become.
Productions like So Sioux Me - an annual
improv event held in Sioux Center - provide
the community with clean and quality comedy
that’s fit for all ages.
Hosted in the Back Back room of the Fruited
Plain, the improv night took place over the
Oct. 21-22 weekend. To put on this event,
David Janssen worked alongside Sioux Center
Arts and a five-member cast – Susan Stanley,
Andrew Harcom, Jonathan Foster, Eric Rowe,
and Jess Giannatonia.
The performance hosted like a game show
and took cues from the television comedy series
Whose Line Is It Anyway?, which aired from
1998-2007.
Janssen dressed in an electric purple suit
and gave the cast prompts from an envelope or
directly from the audience.
The cast knew the theme of the sketch ahead
of time, but the plot, characters, and location
were made up on the spot.
“The name of the game is funny or fail,”
Stanley tells Rowe in a warm-up before the
show.
One of the cast members, Jess Giannantonia,
is a music teacher at Kinsey Elementary School.
Some of her students attended the performance
to cheer her on and even gave her some prompts.
“This is a safe place for kids,” Giannatonia
said. “These things can get often dirty or
raunchy in the material presented. I won’t take
a joke too far, and I feel safe knowing my fellow
cast shares that view as well.”
Cast member Janssen also appreciates and
aims for that same goal.
“Comedy is a dance on the line of what’s
appropriate,” Janssen said. “In improv you
never know what is going to come out of
someone’s mouth. If you have the shot you’ve

got to take it. But everyone tries to stick to the
unwritten rule to keep things clean.”
Fruited Plain owner, Laremy DeVries, also
expressed his enthusiasm for the event, working
alongside Sioux Center Arts and believing in its
impact on the community.
“It’s another great form of entertainment,
especially for a town like Sioux Center,”
DeVries said. “The town is still waking up from
COVID so it’s nice to host events like this so we
can get the community back up and running.”
DeVries looks to host other such entertainment
events, including those from comedy or
performing arts groups at Dordt University and
Northwestern College.
“The space is more intended for rock & roll
but it works,” DeVries said. “We’re the Aldi of
venues – no thrills, but we’ll give you what you
need, and we love supporting the arts.”
The excited chatter, packed chairs, peals
of laughter, and wet eyes from the audience
mark the impact and entertainment value clean
comedy events like So Sioux Me can have –
without a dirty word or explicit joke needed.
“I watched the show when I was a kid, so it
brought me back to childhood,” Anna Bartlett,
Administrative Assistant for Dordt’s Music
Department said. “It’s a good source of laughter
and something I would never do myself.”
Photo credit: Libby Bandelin

The audience watches as So Sioux Me is
performed on stage
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55th Avenue adds nightly
events cont.
cont. from pg. 1
...things like a dartboard, or simple games,”
Klein said. “We’ve got the Gaming Guild that
meets right down in the basement, and so trying
to bring some of those games up and have it be a
social spot where you can play a game and hang
out.”
In the future, 55th plans to add further new
and exciting events. Some potential candidates
include music events, karaoke and open mic
nights, or trivia nights. They may also add
games to the space, such as a pool table or
dart board for the people who want to hang out
but are not as interested in watching what is
streaming.
“I think the biggest challenge we’ve had is
trying to come up with ideas to keep people
here [at 55th],” Brown said. “Even with the
[football] games, people will come in for five
minutes, order something and watch what’s
streaming, then pass through. So, we hope to

transform the space to help keep people here
longer.”
The staff at 55th are also open for event
requests from students.
“If you know someone part of the [FLAME]
club and you have a suggestion, don’t be afraid
to offer it,” Wanninger said. “It’s hard for us
to go out there and talk to everyone, and there
are times when we think we know what we’re
doing, but we are just guessing in hopes that it
works. So, feel free to offer us suggestions.”
Photo credit: Daniel Ketchelos

From Sioux Center to New
York, theatre is prevalent
Isabel Pheifer — Staff Writer
Dordt University senior Sommer Schaap
awakes to the sun gleaming through the windows
in her 24th floor apartment in Brooklyn, New
York. On the horizon, a glimpse of the green
hand of the Statue of Liberty peeks out behind
the skyscraper. After doing her routine morning
workout, eating a steaming bowl of oatmeal,
and dressing herself in business casual attire,
Schaap heads down to Hoyt Street to catch the
two or three train to Manhattan. After three
stops and a short walk past the New York Stock
Exchange and Trinity Church, Schaap finds
herself at The King’s College, a partner school
to Dordt where she is studying for the semester.
This is just one of the opportunities theatre
majors have while they attend Dordt.
Schaap, an acting and directing major, is
in New York as part of one of the off-campus
study programs Dordt has. Schaap had always
been interested in studying off-campus. While
researching where to go, Schaap originally
planned to go to Los Angeles, but after
COVID-19 struck, this was no longer an option.
With help from Dordt’s previous coordinator of
off-campus study Rebecca Tervo, Schaap got in
contact with a professor from New York City
Semester and decided that was the path for her.
In New York, Schaap is not only exposed to
theatre during class. As the city bustles with
people rushing to get home from work at 5 p.m.,
Schaap hops on another train to start the second
part of her day. The four or five train scuttles
along and drops her at 59E59 Theaters, an offBroadway theatre where she is interning for the
semester.
“It’s opening my eyes to all the avenues that
are involved in this field,” Schaap said. “I can
see first-hand what it is like to be a performing
artist that lives in the city and does this for a
living.”
While theatre students can study off campus in
New York, Los Angeles, and Chicago, studying
on Dordt’s campus can be equally rewarding.
Dordt started a theatre club last year, and it is
continuing to pick up steam.
Miranda Munson, a junior design and
technical theatre major, is one of the founding
board members. She said the club was created
to design a space where anyone on campus
that is interested in theatre can interact with
each other. Dordt also hosts a fall and spring
mainstage, and various studio shows as part of
annual senior capstone projects that welcome
any students on campus to audition.
Professor of theatre arts Laurel Koerner
described one of the most significant
connections for theatre students at Dordt as their
involvement in the Kennedy Center American
College Theatre Festival. The ACTF includes
interviews and auditions for theatre companies
and graduate programs.

The doors are open for all students, regardless
of major, to be involved in theatre on campus.
But the number of interested students is not
stable. In 2007-2008, 16.1 percent of Dordt
students were involved in theatre. That number
dropped significantly in the span of a decade,
with only 4.1 percent of students involved in
2017-2018, according to Dordt’s website.
“The number of students participating [in
theatre] is healthy given our current resources,”
Koerner said. “A significant increase in
participant numbers would necessitate
increasing the number of productions we stage,
and the faculty and staff required to support
that.”
Miranda Munson has been involved in every
show that Dordt puts on because of the passion
she has for learning and growing her skills.
Recently, Munson was stage manager for “Our
Town,” Dordt’s fall mainstage. She also has her
hand in Sioux Center Arts, and was their stage
manager for “Mary Poppins” this past summer.
Munson plans to attend the Chicago Semester
this spring and intern in stage managing there.
As a stage manager, she will not be in the
spotlight like the actors or get the recognition
the director might, but this does not limit
Munson from feeling fulfilled.
“I just love getting to see the creation come
together from the ground up by being a crucial
part of the process,” Munson said. “I get to see
actors find parts of themselves they had not seen
before.”
There is a passion for theatre on Dordt’s
campus. Whether students are leading warmups
before a performance, learning in New York for
the semester, spending six hours at the theatre in
preparation for a show, or making connections
with other actors and people in the community,
theatre has a place at Dordt and around the
country.

Sommer Schaap
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New limits for Dreamers
Joya Breems – Staff Writer

On Oct. 5, 2022, an appeals court ruled that
DACA, which stands for Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals, is unlawful. The Obama
Administration introduced DACA as a policy
to protect dreamers--children whose parents
immigrated to the U.S. without documentation.
DACA allows dreamers to live and work
legally in the U.S. They must renew their status
every two years. Under the new ruling, the
government will not accept new applications
for DACA but will continue to renew the status
of current recipients, the National Immigration
Law Center explains.
On Wednesday, Oct. 19 The Sioux Center
Chamber of Commerce hosted a panel to
understand the local impacts of DACA.
Panelists included representatives from
Smithfield, Perdue Premium Pork, and Center
Fresh Eggs — three agricultural organizations
in Sioux Center that employ a large population
of DACA recipients.
3.6 million dreamers live in the U.S. but
only 616,000 are protected with DACA status,
according to a presentation put together by the
panel.
Jessica Diaz, one of the other panelists, works
as the Patient Care Coordinator at Sioux Center
Health. She is actively involved with DACA
advocacy. One of her co-workers at the hospital,

Naara Arizmendi, is a DACA recipient. Every
two years, Arizmendi must renew her status.
Last year, she needed a renewal letter by Oct.
31 to continue working.
“It didn’t come by November. It didn’t come
by December. And this was someone who
had followed all the steps and did everything
correctly,” Diaz said.
Sioux Center Health held the position for her
for two months and then hired a new employee.
Two more months later the employee’s papers
finally arrived.
“She went four months without work, just
waiting,” Diaz said. “What’s [Naara} going to
do? She’s been through the school system; she
has a degree. What comes next?”
Alex Vasquez is a Dordt University employee
who has DACA status. His family moved to the
U.S. from Colombia when he was five years
old.
“I grew up not knowing I was illegal,”
Vasquez said.
The application process for DACA is intense.
DACA recipients must reapply every years
to maintain their status. There is a $500 nonrefundable fee to apply. Vasquez had to prove
he had not left the U.S., had graduated high
school, and hadn’t committed any crimes.
“We had to look up my report cards from age
five through college,” Vasquez said. “If you
make a mistake, you can become illegal.”

Entrepreneur to returning
professor
Naomi Mellema – Staff Writer

Rebecca Rens is a new face in Dordt
University’s business department this year.
Having owned and managed her own business
for 30 years, Rens contributes personal
experience to her new role as an Assistant
Professor of Business. She believes that through
her experiences, God has taught her to let go of
control and surrender to His plan.
“You have to be willing to change,” Rens
said. “You have to be willing to shift gears. God
might want you in a different place tomorrow
than He has you today.”
Various factors played into Rens’ decision to
start as an assistant professor at Dordt. A couple
years before, Rens returned to school to get her
Master’s degree. Though not completely sure
why at the time, Rens felt that God was calling
her to continue her education.
Another factor leading Rens back to Dordt was
her passion for private higher education. Being
a Dordt alumna herself and having sent all three
of her daughters to private higher education,
Rens saw its value, and returned to school once
again. In February of 2022, she completed
her Doctorate in Business Administration and
began teaching at Dordt months later in August.
Rens’s personal business experiences were
also big contributors to her current role at Dordt.
Rens’s first job after college was in Dordt’s
Advancement Office. This job provided her an
opportunity to grow and practice management
skills as she managed students that worked in
the call center. After the Dordt Advancement
Office, Rens moved on to a sales and marketing
job for Link Manufacturing in Sioux Center.
After a couple years at Link, she left to open
a business with her husband in 1991 called
Rens Concrete Incorporated. They started the
business with almost nothing as they were
young, first-generation business owners.
“We really just had a little bit of a dream, but

not even a big vision for where we were going
to end up,” Rens said. “We were completely
blessed and surprised by what it became in 30
years.”
The experience taught them what it meant
to start and own a business. From financing
to human resources to supply chains, Rens
learned that small business owners are exposed
to every part of business. The business grew
from residential projects to commercial, then
industrial, and eventually they began doing
projects for the Department of Transportation.
Beyond exposing her to the elements
of business, Rens’s personal life was also
impacted through starting and managing a
business. Having three young daughters, Rens
had to find a balance in her work life and
personal life. While she had a lot on her plate,
Rens was thankful for her work, which gave her
flexibility.
“I felt like I was spread pretty thin, but having
a business also gives you that flexibility,” Rens
said. “I could plan my own days. I had to get
everything done, but I could do it in the middle
of the night if I had to.”
In 2020, Rens and her husband felt it was time
to close their concrete business. Though their
decision may not have made sense to others,
they believed that God was calling them in a
different direction.
“What I’ve learned over the years is that any
control I thought I had was an illusion,” Rens
said. “It’s more about surrendering.”
After taking steps to close their concrete
business, Rens began pursuing the idea
of furthering her business education, and
eventually teaching business. Now at Dordt,
Rens hopes that her students see that business
is a noble calling.
“Sometimes it’s a challenged call and there
are people who wouldn’t consider it the most
ethical calling,” Rens said. “But what I hope for
my students is that they’re inspired to develop
excellent skills and right motivations, and that
they will use that all to impact the business
world for the glory of God.”
Caleb Beard, a freshman in Rens’s Principles
of Management class, is thankful that Rens
makes class applicable and hands-on.
“She keeps us interested through real stories
and examples from the business that she
owned,” Beard said. “I also enjoy the simulation
project that we’re doing in class. It makes me
excited for my future in business management.”

When the Obama Administration announced
DACA in 2012, Vasquez decided to apply.
“DACA gives an opportunity for students
who have lived in the U.S. their whole life to
become working citizens, and not be punished
for something their parents did,” Vasquez said.
Without DACA, Vasquez would not have the
documentation to work.
Both Diaz and Vasquez acknowledge the
political nature of DACA. During the Trump
administration, DACA policy was frequently
revised.
In 2017, the Trump Administration announced
that it would end DACA. The Supreme Court
overruled the change in a 5-4 ruling. However,
the legality of the DACA policy is again in
question. In July 2021, a district judge ruled that
the 2012 DACA policy is unlawful. An appeals
court agreed with the decision in October 2022.
Diaz has a niece applying for first-time DACA
status.
“Everything is stopped,” Diaz said.
Since the July ruling, the Department of
Human Services has not processed any firsttime applications.
“[DACA] was never meant to be something
that was permanent. [Obama] created it to be
an in-between step until Congress could decide
what to do with these dreamers,” Vasquez said.
“Our immigration policy is old and outdated.”
Locally, the Oct. 19 panel encouraged Sioux

Center residents to advocate for DACA. At the
panel, a QR code led participants to a template
for writing letters to senators. The letter begins:
“Dear Senators Ernst and Grassley, and Rep.
Feenstra:
As business leaders in Northwest Iowa, we call
on congress to pass bipartisan legislation that
will provide Dreamers, their families, and the
employers who depend on them much-needed
certainty following years of legal limbo…”
Photo credit: Alex Vasquez

Vasquez and his father go to school in the
United States

Recital to show all “the cello
is capable of”
Philip Shippy — Staff Writer
Aaron Galloway will perform a cello recital
on Nov. 12 in the B.J. Haan Auditorium at Dordt
University. He will be performing various works
by both historical composers, such as Johannes
Brahms and Robert Schumann, as well as some
modern composers, such as Mark Summer. The
recital will begin at 7:30 p.m.
Galloway is a junior biology and music major
at Dordt. He has been practicing the cello
since fifth grade, almost 10 years now. He has
performed in the Chamber Orchestra and the
Northwest Iowa Symphony Orchestra during his
time at Dordt, and is the Chamber Orchestra’s
principal cellist, according to Dordt’s website.
While he has gained skill from his years
of practice, he still struggles with the more
emotional side of music.
“The hardest part has been performing
musically: not just playing the notes, but
actually interpreting the music,” Galloway said.
“That’s what I’ve grown the most at while at
Dordt.”
Despite the challenges, Galloway loves
creating music, especially when he isn’t alone.
“[One of the most fulfilling parts has been]
just playing with people: collaborating and
performing,” Galloway said. “It’s been probably
the most enjoyable music-making with my
accompanist.”
At Galloway’s recital, many of his songs
will feature piano accompaniment provided
by Nancy Vermeer. For one song, he will also
play alongside a harpsichord, played by fellow
junior Paige Decker. In this piece Galloway’s
cello will be equipped with guts strings,

which are strings which were used during the
Baroque period of music. These strings give the
cello a “mellower, softer sound” than normal,
Galloway said.
He will be performing five pieces from
different time periods, ranging from the 1700s
to the late 20th century.
His songs range from the sweeping and
melodic to the energetic and fun, from jazz to a
more classical feel.
Galloway has been practicing most of these
songs since last spring, under his cello teacher
Marian Casey.
His most challenging piece is the Sonata for
Piano and Cello in E minor, Op. 38 by Johannes
Brahms.
“The hardest part is probably the length. It’s
like 25-30 minutes long probably,” Galloway
said. “It’s not the most technically challenging,
but again the interpretation side of it and
collaborating with the pianist takes a lot of
rehearsal.”
Galloway has decided the Sonata will be
his closer, the last song for the night. He
will also play Adagio and Allegro, Op. 70 by
Robert Schumann, Julie-O by Mark Summer,
Reflections by James Stephenson, and the
Concerto for Cello in G minor, Movement 2,
by Georg Matthias Monn over the course of the
night.
Due to the range of music he will be
performing, the recital will do “a good job of
displaying the many things that the cello is
capable of,” Galloway said.
Photo credit: Aaron Galloway
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Can Christians make horror movies?
Jonah Hofmeyer — Staff Writer
If you had asked me three years ago what my
least favorite genre of movie was, I would have
told you horror without hesitation. If you ask
me today, I think horror has the best potential
to reach the widest audience. Horror movies are
a genre Christians shy away from, and for good
reason. Horror is the most corrupt and abused
genre. For this reason, I think Christians need to
be making more horror films.
I wrote my first horror film in high school.
It was called “The Red Balloon” and the short
film was a parody of the movie “It.” At that
time, I hated horror, and I wrote it with a group
for a school project. Yet, our final product was
voted the top film in the class. That experience
got me thinking maybe I had the horror genre
all wrong.
Each genre of film allows the audience to
critically think about the world around them.
Dramas help an audience think about difficult

situations and how to approach them. Sci-fi
opens the audience’s mind to think about the
future and what it may hold. Romance movies
challenge the audience to think about love and
marriage. Horror movies force the audience to
think more about difficult topics like death, sin,
and evil.
The goal of a movie should never be to
manipulate its audience to think a certain way.
While a movie should make the audience think,
it should not manipulate the audience to hold
onto beliefs out of fear. This is where horror
movies can be taken too far, from a Christian
perspective.
There are five main elements needed for
a film to be considered horror, according to
masterclass.com. These elements include more
action than dialogue, mounting suspense, jumpscares, gore, and a villain/monster. There is a
standout to me on this list: gore. Gore is the
one obstacle Christians will find when it comes
to horror movies. Lots of horror movies today

What’s the deal with
forensics?
Briana Gardner — Staff Writer

Whether we are in athletics, band, or another
extracurricular, surely we can all relate to the
desire for more funding for our programs. The
desire is relatable and generally understandable.
New uniforms, bigger scholarships, or advanced
technology all contribute to the success and
competitive nature of our activities. But where
is the need greatest? To me, the answer lies in
academic activities, such as forensics.
Dordt University publishes a catalog each
year, which not only includes a thorough list
of finances and academic programs but also
the university’s athletic and extracurricular
opportunities.
Athletics, band, and clubs are all cited on this
list, but one key program receives no attention:
forensics. Since it is not listed under the campus
activity tab, students wanting information on
this club must scroll to the catalog’s scholarship
section, where it is buried among a slew of
extracurricular scholarships.
According to the catalog, students earn $1,000
to $3,000 each year, which is renewable based
on the student’s GPA, club performance, and as
determined by the club’s head, Bruce Kuiper,
“in consultation with other coaches.”
Students in the club choose from a
comprehensive list of speech and debate styles.
Dramatic interpretation, prose, communication
analysis,
persuasive,
extemporaneous,
parliamentary debate, and Lincoln-Douglas are
a few examples.
For some students, developing a speech can
take weeks before they are ready to present it for
feedback or submission at a tournament. Due to
the competitive nature and time commitment of

the club, $1,000 to $3,000 does not seem like a
strong enough incentive, nor does it seem like a
fair amount when compared to other programs
on campus.
So, why does the program receive less
money? First, it is a fairly recent addition to
campus and does not impact the majority of the
student body. Less than two percent of students
compete in the forensics club, and many others
are not aware of the club’s existence.
Furthermore, Dordt must compete with
other universities, meaning they have to be
strategic in their spending, investing their funds
in programs that are going to impact a larger
number of students, spending money on the
programs students are interested in competing
in or attending. These programs are ones that
will draw attention to Dordt’s campus and
provide incentives for students to enroll.
The fact that forensics is not a popular
extracurricular is not Dordt’s fault. It is a
cultural issue, with society placing emphasis on
college athletics above all else.
However, Dordt’s mission statement says,
“Dordt equips students, alumni, and the broader
community to work effectively toward Christcentered renewal in all aspects of contemporary
life.”
Suppose Dordt truly exists as a university
dedicated to equipping its students in all aspects
of life. In that case, we want to draw attention
to these specific facets of our school to promote
their effects. As a Reformed institution, Dordt
believes all vocations, lifestyles, and majors
are equal. Why then, are extracurriculars any
different?

SHEIN SHE-OUT: fast
fashion on steroids
Mallory Nilles — Staff Writer

Thirty-two billion views on TikTok. “Hauls”
dot your feed as influencers share their most
recent unnecessary, massive purchase. Despite
the cute designs and low prices, there is still a
dangerous problem we face with SHEIN.
SHEIN, pronounced “she-in,” is a Chinese
clothing company based online. Fast fashion
describes the practice of many clothing
companies who make cheap, unsustainable
clothing meant to be turned over in a short
amount of time. Created in 2008, the company
has blown up over the last few years, increasing
its revenue by 398 percent from 2019 to 2021,
according to Daxcue Consulting. On average,
SHEIN drops over 2,000 new clothing items
each day, totaling nearly 150,000 new items
yearly. For reference, one of its other fast
fashion competitors, Zara, produces 20,000
new items per year.
But fast fashion’s practices are even less

ethical.
The least of SHEIN’s problems is the way
it allegedly steals the designs of independent
artists and creators. Not only does it take the
design, but it makes them less than half the
price of the original.
SHEIN also uses disgusting labor policies.
An undercover investigation into SHEIN’s
practices revealed many people were getting
paid $556 a month for making 500 pieces of
clothing daily—they get two cents per clothing
article, according to Brightly.eco. On top of
this, many of the workers are women. Working
18-hour shifts, the report noted that some
wash their hair over their lunch break. It’s also
suspected that SHEIN uses child labor, as the
company is highly secretive about its labor
practices and has provided no evidence against
these claims.
Next time you unzip a SHEIN bag, remember

have gore just for the sake of gore. Movies like
this love to play off the shock factor, but the
shock has no point.
Christians can make horror movies with gore.
Let me give you a concrete example. The movie
“The Passion of the Christ” is considered a
drama, but it also has the horror tag when you
search it on Google. “The Passion of the Christ”
is not a PG movie by any means, and one of the
main reasons for this is gore. Without the gore,
this movie wouldn’t have the same impact. The
gore added to the experience of the movie; it
got the audience to realize what a painful death
Jesus went through.
Gore needs to be justified within a horror
story. But can gore be justified even when
what’s being portrayed isn’t from the Bible?
My answer is yes. Let’s say a Christian made
a horror film based on a real-life serial killer.
A proper use of gore would be to show the
brutality of the killer. Improper use of gore
would be to just gross out the audience.

So where does that leave the Christian
audience? Most of you reading this article
don’t create films; you just enjoy them. Here’s
my advice: follow the Christian creators in
Hollywood. The best way to help change the
culture is to put your money behind people who
have the means and audience to change it.
Scott Derrickson is a great example. He has
not only worked on a lot of Marvel movies, but
he has been part of a lot of horror movies like
“The Black Phone,” “Sinister,” and “Deliver Us
from Evil.” These movies have spiritual aspects
to them, and upon careful inspection, you can
tell that a Christian was behind their production.
Here’s my challenge: be an aware audience
when watching horror movies. Horror is a genre
that should be approached with caution, and it’s
easy to just watch horror movies and not think
about the morality behind them. Christians can
help shape the horror genre, and it starts with
you.

The app with no
consequences (or so you
think)
Jacqueline Getchell — Guest Writer

“I’m conflicted about abortion – I love
murdering babies but I hate that women get a
choice,” a week-old Yik Yak said, characteristic
of much of the app’s content.
Started in 2013 and shut down in 2017, Yik
Yak reemerged in February of 2022 with new
guidelines to prevent harmful comments. The
company website provides a list of prohibited
behaviors and relies on community monitoring
to determine violations. Once a post receives five
downvotes, Yik Yak will remove the comment,
according to the Community Guardrails. Despite
the insignificance of this consequence, the app
also makes sure to provide a disclaimer purging
themselves of any semblance of responsibility
they might maintain.
“Although Yik Yak may, in its sole discretion,
monitor, screen, modify, refuse, remove or edit
Submissions for any reason, Yik Yak is not
obligated to do so,” the Terms of Service read.
The flaws in this system of self-regulation
and flimsy responsibility are made obvious
by the continued existence of degrading and
misogynistic comments. Considering the app
relies on the moral standards of the same people
who create the posts, it should not come as a
surprise that the app is overrun with vulgarity.
A post from two weeks ago that remains on the
app said, “Just got done with another wonderful
day of objectifying women just like all the other
horny ***** on this app.”
Professor Walker Cosgrove monitored Yik
Yak at Dordt University and other local state
colleges and commented on the perversion of
Dordt’s Yik Yak in particular.
“They’re treating women not as a human
subject with whom I interact but an object,”
Cosgrove said. “And ultimately it suggests a
stunted view of humanity.”
Cosgrove attempted to rationalize this behavior
by examining the repressive backgrounds of
many students at Dordt. Because students at
secular schools are more sexually liberated,
they are freer to express these thoughts to their
friends or no longer think them.
“For many students coming to Dordt there’s
such rigid expectations and there’s no outlet for
them, so you just begin to say things,” Cosgrove
said.
Some students use this same reasoning to
celebrate the app’s anonymity. They claim
that the app serves as an innocent platform
for students to vent or share their meaningless
thoughts. These students prove that ignorance
is bliss, as they ignore the countless other users
who may not be able to brush off offensive
comments as easily. They attempt to justify their
participation by giving others the benefit of the
doubt and assuming any negative remarks are
simply jokes, but this only perpetuates harmful
behaviors as the posters can use this attitude to
excuse their own actions.

Students who use Yik Yak and do acknowledge
the hurtful comments that exist on the app still
attempt to blame themselves for taking offense
at someone else’s sense of humor. Rather than
questioning why someone would think racism
and misogyny are funny, they assume they’re
alone in not understanding the joke, and, as
such, do nothing to prevent these remarks from
continuing.
Many users especially rely on the app’s
anonymity to reassure themselves of its
innocence. They falsely believe Yik Yak’s
advertising and assume that none of their
comments can ever be traced back to them.
However, Yik Yak’s privacy policy admits to
having collected: “Identifiers such as real name,
alias, postal address, unique personal identifier,
online identifier, Internet Protocol address,
email address, account name, social security
number, driver’s license number, passport
number, or other similar identifiers,” and
“Financial or health information: (examples:
physical characteristics or description, address,
telephone number, bank account number, credit
card number, debit card number, financial
information, medical information, health
insurance information).”
While Yik Yak guidelines restrict the inclusion
of names in posts, this does nothing to prevent
people from using distinct physical descriptors
to single out an individual. Not to mention the
many instances of names of professors and
administrators that are never reported.
Though Cosgrove admitted his ability to
ignore offensive remarks, he addressed the
difficulty of ensuring everyone on the app
possesses the same capability.
“The danger of it is even if you need safe
places to say things, there are too many listening
ears on Yik Yak for it to be that kind of place,”
Cosgrove said.
While Cosgrove hopes his classes provide
students with a space to share ideas and
ponder controversial topics, he also attested
to the value of a trusted friend. In his own life,
Cosgrove has benefited from the ability to share
private thoughts within the confines of a close
relationship. Referencing Aristotle’s idea of
soulmates, Cosgrove explains that this term
initially referred to a close friendship such as
his.
“You become more who you should be
because you met a soulmate and you have
these rich conversations and you become more
in Christ’s image because of this friendship,”
Cosgrove said. “That’s what we need. We don’t
need Yik Yak.”
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Soccer then to soccer now
Ian MacDonald — Staff Writer
The thick, chilly air proved hard to handle
as the players stepped onto the soccer field. But
when the wind began to die down and the music
played over the intercom, they knew it was
going to be a good day.
On Nov. 3, the Dordt University Men’s
Soccer team battled in their first playoff game
against Morningside College.
Fans from both Dordt and Morningside packed
the stands. Gasps filled the bleachers with every
shot, and cheers roared when a Dordt player
made a skillful move on the defender.
The game started off tight. Morningside struck
first as forward Yannik Vogel snuck it in at the
28th minute for their first goal. Dordt responded
in the first half with Marco Laenen scoring a

goal from about the midline.
A vital part of the game remained the
Defenders’ defense in the second half. Dordt
held Morningside to zero points with six saves
from goalie Brandon Hansen.
Junior midfielder Quintin Olson explained
why the second half went so well defensively.
“Going into the half with a fresh mind really
helped us out,” midfielder Quintin Olson, a
junior at Dordt, said. “We knew we could go
on the attack once we scored early in the half.”
During the second half, the Defenders
scored two more times with a goal from Javier
Moscardo and a second goal from Marco
Laenen.

Dordt Men’s Soccer vs Morningside, GPAC Quarterfinal

Tyson Reitsma running down the field with the ball
Morningside marked Laenen’s best game
statistically, being his highest scoring game of
the season with two goals. Laenen had three
goals total prior to the playoff game.
Laenen wanted to help his teammates in any
way he could when he stepped on the field. He
did it for his family in Germany as well. He
wore a long sleeve shirt to the game, which
his twin brother gave him before he came to
the U.S., and after scoring his second goal, he
ripped off his jersey to show his brother back
home.
“My family plays a big part in my life,”
Laenen said. “They always supported me, and
the celebration was all for them.”
This playoff game meant a lot to the players
in general, as they didn’t make it to the playoffs
last year.
Olson said Head Coach Ryan Gresse placed a

large emphasis on defense from the start of the
season, that the team would eventually come to
pride themselves in it.
“Our defense has improved dramatically from
last year,” Olson said. “As you can see that is
what kept us in the game against Morningside.”
Beyond tactics, Olson watched his team
“mesh” over the successful season.
“We knew our culture would overpower theirs
if we kept together,” Olson said.
Although the soccer team took a difficult
season-ending loss against No. 2 team
Concordia in the GPAC semifinals on Nov. 8,
the Defenders leave with a lot of hope for the
year to come.
Photo credit: Dordt University Athletics

Trapshooting Club shoots for Yik Yak sparks controversy
success
cont.
cont. from pg. 1

Jeralyn Wessel – Staff Writer
At the end of October, the Trapshooting
Club at Dordt University hosted South Dakota
State University for a competition. After a
quick game of rock-paper-scissors to determine
who would start the shooting, Dordt’s team
took to the range.
The team was composed of any students who
wanted to compete, and the total team scores
were combined at the end of the shooting
rounds. With excellent weather and confident
attitudes, Dordt’s Defender Clay Dusters beat
SDSU with an ending score of 450-443.
Dordt’s Jason Enerson took first place and
Dawson Teune took third place overall.
This competition was the first of the season for
the club, and the National Collegiate Shooting
Sports Athletic Association state competition
was the last for the semester on Saturday, Nov.
5, in Waukee, Iowa.
Enerson, one of the leading members in the
club, said the weather for the state tournament
was not pleasant, with cold temperatures and
rain. Despite the conditions, Enerson was the
high shooter for Dordt with a score of 85/100.
Official results have yet to be released, but
Wyatt Evans, Ashayla Soodsma, and Eric Van
Veldhuizen all shot in the 80s as well.
The Trapshooting Club was first discussed
on campus during the fall of 2018. As a senior
in high school, Enerson tested the waters of
Dordt at the Taste of Sioux Center to see how
many students might be interested in a shooting
club.
Since its formation, the club has grown to
include around ninety members, with 15 to 25
active participants. This semester, the club has
seen even greater growth as various campus
clubs and faculty have joined in for Tuesday
night gatherings.
On Tuesday nights, the club meets to drive to
Rock Valley Gun Club and shoot for a few hours.
They welcome students who are experienced
trapshooters as well as those who may have
never shot a gun before. Safety and proper gun
handling rules are strictly enforced. Meetings
at the gun club provide a safe environment for
improvement and encouragement, according to
some participants.
“We all try and help each other figure out

Some members of the The Defender Clay
Dusters
what we are doing wrong,” said Molly Galema,
a sophomore participant. “It’s very easy to get
in your head and then screw up.”
Galema also said this type of club can show
campus that guns are more than just weapons;
they can be used for fun, safe activities.
While the club members are welcoming to
newcomers, the prices may be discouraging
to some. Participants must purchase their own
shells for competitions and practices, and prices
continue to rise. Most events in a competition
will require four boxes of shells, which will cost
around ten dollars each.
Some club membership fees also apply,
depending on where the club goes to shoot.
The Trapshooting Club tries to limit the cost of
entry any way they can, by hosting fundraisers
and seeking funding from Dordt’s Student
Government.
For more information regarding the
Trapshooting Club, students can contact club
president Eric Van Veldhuizen, or faculty
advisor Tom Prinsen.
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...any point.
“Anonymity is a myth,” Taylor said. “The
ability to delete something is nearly impossible.”
Yik Yak does have potential to be used as a
whistleblower opportunity or for mild and
harmless comedy according to Taylor, but a
problem arises when people begin laughing at
other’s expense, making threats, and saying
things that they don’t want to be associated
with.
Erich Kregger, a freshman agriculture
business major, feels as though people opposing
Yik Yak are overreacting.
“The purpose of it is dumb - mostly jokes,”
Kregger said. “If you wanna have it, have it.
Don’t have it just for the purpose to take down
posts.”
While he acknowledges that some of the posts
including bullying go too far, he said that a lot
of the posts are simply made for upvotes.
Kregger believes a potential contributing
factor to Dordt student’s intense Yik Yak posts
is that students are seeing how far they can push
their boundaries after being under the rule of
strict parents for their early lives.
Walker Cosgrove, one of Dordt’s history
professors, has monitored Yik Yak since
its return. Cosgrove said that although he
would expect students to be “living slightly
differently” when they are away from their
parents for the first time, “Yik Yak goes much
deeper than that.”

He said that a lot of the hate spread on Yik Yak
is directed towards females and professors.
“There’s nothing Christian about what is put
on Yik Yak,” Cosgrove said. “I expect that from
a junior-high student who doesn’t know better.”
Aaron Baart, Dordt’s Chief of Staff and Dean
of Chapel, said that students at Dordt need to
ask themselves how they are a Christian user
of this app.
“It’s a temptation to say the things that you
should not be saying out loud,” Baart said.
“There is no iron sharpening iron.”
Baart repeated that when people don’t have to
sign their names to what they say, they don’t
fully think through the implications of their
words.
Beyond interactions between Dordt students,
Baart is disappointed by prospective student’s
experiences on the app and how current students
interact with campus visitor’s questions.
“It’s like looking at the sewer system rather
than the classrooms on a tour visit,” Baart said.
As Kerstetter stands next to her bed reading
recent Yik Yak comments, her hand covers her
mouth in shock. One such post read, “Sorry to
any of your parents that saw me walking to my
10 a.m. high.”
“We’re better than that,” Kerstetter said. “It
will never stop.”
Contributed photo

Wind symphony for Grammy
consideration cont.
cont. from pg. 1
...This is only the beginning for the Wind
Symphony. In the spring, they will record
music for a new album with a new story. Music
With Friends consists of music that had never
been professionally recorded previously. The
upcoming album is a compilation of new music
and old classics such as Holst’s Suite in Eb.
“This year, the CD is a combination of
masterworks as well as new things,” Rose said.

“It’s kind of a patchwork of music from all
different areas.”
Grammy nominations will be announced on
Nov. 15. While this could be the closing of an
exciting time for the Music With Friends album,
the future of the Wind Symphony is bright.
Contributed photo
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Alumni spotlight: The art of Naomi Friend
Lydia Jayaputra —Staff Writer

One of Naomi Friend’s pieces
Naomi Friend, Dordt University alum,
professional artist, mother, and business owner,
is currently showcasing her artwork at Dordt
University. “A Given: Place” will stay up until
Dec. 9.
Located in the art gallery in the classroom
building, her display contains large landscape
paintings, smaller animal portraits, and
paintings of flowers in vases. A collection of
her Iowa State Park stickers hangs on the far
wall.
Art enthusiasts, Dordt students, and student’s
parents piled into the small gallery to see the
paintings on Oct. 28, during Friend’s artist
reception. People snacked on complementary
cheese and grapes while perusing the pieces.
Friend stood by her largest painting, titled “The
Space for Hope,” and talked about her artwork
to the crowd of about 30 people.
One series of artworks, “Heirloom series,”

features human-bred farm animals that are now
going extinct, along with a few wild animals
with the same fate. The animals rest in front of
blue cyanotype images of their native area.
“We’re called to be caretakers of creation, and
we’ve not only made these animals, but then
we’re also allowing them to go away,” Friend
said. “And, I don’t know, I’ve been mourning
that.”
Another series of paintings revolves around
varying flowers, oil-painted in the traditional
Dutch still-life style. Friend has Dutch heritage
from both sides of her family. She also owns
a flower shop, and each flower in the paintings
is one she grows and sells. Like the Heirloom
series, the background of the flowers shows
their regional roots.
The last series, called “Prairie Altars,” is a
variety of Iowan landscapes with some sort of
vessel, whether porcelain plate or opaque red
pitcher. These artworks span the longest time in
Friend’s career, with some finished back in her
grad school days, and others still in progress.
Among the Prairie honors is one called “Cool
of the Day.” “NFS,” or “not for sale,” is marked
on its nameplate instead of a price.
“I took my son to one of these state parks,”
Friend said, “and it was one of those days you
could tell God made the world good… [Last
time] I put a price on [a personal] painting,
someone bought it, so I decided not to put a
price on it this time.”

Art helps Friend explore “the codependence
between us and the creation around us,”
according to her artist statement. Midwest
ecology is personal to her as a born, raised, and
current Iowan.
“I’m teaching myself to think about [ecology]
positively, that God is in control of everything,
and we just have to work in that direction
faithfully,” Friend said.
Her Dordt art gallery, comprised of three
ecology-minded series, was not arranged by
Friend, but by current Dordt students. Before
the artist reception, Friend talked at the students’
senior seminar class twice: once to explain her
artwork and experience as an artist, and again to
give more personal advice to the students.
“She started her businesses, and it took a long
time to gain traction,” said Emma McGaughey,
a graphic design senior. “[It was] encouraging
to hear that even if your art isn’t getting out
there as fast as you want, that’s okay, and you
can find ways to do new things.”
After the students learned about Friend and
her artwork, Friend asked them to decide the
arrangement of the paintings. After debating
on how best to set each piece up, the students
decided to arrange them by place. They set
animal and flower paintings next to their native
Prairie Altar painting habitat. They measured
and hung the artwork themselves.
“We all had different ideas of how we wanted
to do things,” McGaughey said. “It was a

challenge to figure out how to incorporate
different series of work together… [Friend] had
never seen her art set up the way we did it, and
she really liked it.”
Friend’s influence on Dordt is not limited to
her current art gallery. Three of her artworks
are on permanent display at Dordt. The pillars
around the art department, with clay-molded
faces, trumpets, and horses—depictions from
Revelation—were made by her and other art
students when she was a student. Cyanotype
square pieces of hers hang near the science
building offices, and an older “Prairie Altar”
piece resides in the Agricultural building.
Art professor David Platter heard of Friend
from the Dordt community before asking her to
showcase her artwork.
“I think she was really highly revered [when
she went to Dordt],” Platter said, “because I
couldn’t stop hearing faculty suggest ‘hey, you
should get Naomi to show.”
Platter hopes for Dordt to host one alumni
highlight a year, hopefully on Defender Days
weekend, like Friend’s artist reception was.
“We hope people who come back on Defender
days may have a link to the alumni,” Platter
said. “We hold it important to demonstrate
where our students have gone professionally.”
Photo credit: Naomi Friend

Recent Dordt alumna releases worship album
Sara Hofer – Staff Writer
This last August, Dordt University worship
arts alumna Kira Waite released her first
album. As a part of her senior worship arts and
theological studies project this last spring, she
began working on the album in March 2022 out
of a culmination of her work the last few years.
Waite grew up playing the piano from a young
age. That personal experience helped grow her
desire and love to continue developing a strong
foundation for both creative songwriting and
worship ministry as she got older.
“I always knew that I wanted to be in some
sort of ministry ever since I was in high school,”
Waite said. “It’s where I feel the most alive, so
I knew I wanted to align my workplace with my

passion.”
The album contains soundtracks written and
developed by Waite when she was at Dordt
with the help of some friends and musicians
who were also a part of the project. Other
contributors to the album are Jacob Brown and
Damon Groen as vocalists, Josh Gross with
electric guitar, Annabelle Hosmer with cello,
Joe Kamstra with bass, James Kamstra with
drums, Nicholas Schnell with design, and Alex
Priore as one of the producers.
A third producer along with Waite and
Priore was Jeremy Perigo, Director of Campus
Ministries and Worship Arts at Dordt. As one
of the producers, Perigo allocated resources
and created a space where Waite and the other
musicians could share their talents and God-

given gifts.
Throughout Waite’s four years at Dordt,
Perigo watched her grow both musically and
spiritually as she worked through the project,
all while pursuing her worship arts degree.
“These songs are amazing examples of Kira’s
creativity and musical awareness,” Perigo said.
“I was able to see her pull together many aspects
of her Worship Arts degree including biblical
studies, theological reflection, songwriting,
arranging, and production.”
Alongside Waite, Nicole Mahoney, a current
sophomore worship arts major, helped with
vocals and co-wrote a song in Waite’s album
project. At the time, senior Waite quickly
became a mentor to freshman Mahoney in
developing leadership skills and furthering her

faith.
“[Kira] desires to see people come into a
deeper understanding of His love,” Mahoney
said. “She loves the Lord deeply, and that love
is evident in how she leads worship and lives
every aspect of her life.”
Waite hopes people who tune in to listen will
experience and understand the unique purpose
each of the songs serve as the album walks
through life. Each song is meant to have a
meaningful purpose to meet and relate to people
on where they are at on their personal journey.
“These songs have always been anthems
of authentic beauty,” Waite said. “I want my
listeners to know how loved they are by their
Heavenly Father as they encounter my music.”

When theatre, literature, and the law meet
Teresa Taylor — Staff Writer
On Nov. 18 and 19, the Dordt University
Theatre Club will pair with One Book, One
Sioux County to present a staged reading of the
one-act play Trifles by Susan Glaspell, directed
by senior theatre major Dakota Klein.
The play features the investigation of farmer
John Wright’s murder. His wife Minnie was
accused of strangling him with a rope while
he slept. While the male characters search
the house’s upstairs for evidence, their wives
explore downstairs and learn more about the
Wrights’ relationship.
Glaspell wrote the play fifteen years after
she reported on the murder of John Hossack in
Warren County, Iowa. His wife Margaret was
accused of murdering him with an axe while
he slept. The prosecutors used her errors as a
mother to condemn her, and the jury found her
guilty, sentencing her to life in prison. A year
later, a retrial jury released Hossack after failing
to come to a unanimous decision. Nine voted
guilty; three voted not guilty.
Glaspell adapted the case into Trifles and then
a short story, A Jury of Her Peers. In addition
to changing the names and the method of
murder, she wrote Wright as childless, omitting
Hossack’s nine children. She also moved the
house from atop a hill into a hollow. Both
alterations represent the isolation the women
felt. Glaspell gave Wright a bird as a voice to
sing the songs she could not, to draw out the
themes of the Hossack case. Wright’s husband
strangled the bird shortly before he died.

In their nonfiction book, Midnight Assassin,
Patricia L. Bryan and Thomas Wolf investigated
the Hossack case further. Bryan began the
research for a law review article, visiting the
courthouse, historical societies, and museums.
Wolf suggested the information would better
suit a book, for much of the story resided in the
footnotes.
“This should be accessible to more people
than just those who read the Stanford Law
Review,” Wolf said.
Bryan and Wolf placed a toll-free number in
the newspaper with the question: “Who killed
John Hossack?” Over one hundred years after
the crime, they received phone calls with stories
from the community. Some people offered
information but insisted Bryan and Wolf not use
their real names. Others warned them to stop.
“[It was] as if there were people in the
community who still felt so strongly about it,
that this would be seen as something dangerous
to them and their family and their family
reputation,” Wolf said. “The way I take that is
there are people in the community who believe
Margaret Hossack didn’t do it, but they know
somebody who did do it. They know a story at
least...that might be uncovered.”
When One Book, One Sioux County chose
Midnight Assassin as this year’s book, Dordt
University Director of Library Services Jenni
Breems approached theatre arts professor Teresa
Ter Haar and suggested the theatre department
perform Trifles. The department had already

planned the season’s plays, so Ter Haar pitched
the idea to the Theatre Club.
“The more ways we can connect theatre into
the community and the community into what
we do in theatre, the better,” Ter Haar said.
Klein held auditions on Sept. 21 to give
the cast time to plan and read the script but
did not start rehearsals until the week of the
reading. The cast holds various levels of theatre
experience.
“That’s why Theatre Club was created:
to bring more students into theatre, to offer
opportunities, to create a community that’s
exciting and vital,” Ter Haar said.
The Nov. 18 reading will start at 7 p.m. at
Children’s Park. The Nov. 19 reading will start
at 2 p.m. at the Orange City Iowa State Bank
basement.
On Nov. 3, Bryan and Wolf spoke at Northwest
Iowa Community College to an audience of
86. On Nov. 4, they held a smaller discussion
in Hulst Library’s Kuyper Honors Room. Five
people attended. They described the case and
their investigative process, as well as Glaspell’s
career and how she adapted her Des Moines
Daily News reports into a fictional piece.
“As a nonfiction writer, you have to be
selective of the facts from a set of facts that are
knowable and believable,” Wolf said. “A fiction
writer is writing to an audience that knows the
work is fiction, and you have a different set of
rules to use.”
Glaspell chose and amplified elements from

the Hossack case to write a message in Trifles.
Audiences may perceive the fears and struggles
Hossack faced without experiencing the chill
cold cases bring. With purposeful dialogue and
intentional silences, theatre, literature, and law
students learn the necessity of empathy and
voice in both the justice system and life.
“[Empathy] is so important for lawyers and
for judges, and juries who are making decisions
about the fate of people who have lived and
behaved so differently. You can’t really judge
people fairly unless you, as they say, try to walk
in their shoes,” Bryan said. “In Susan Glaspell’s
work, it’s the women who feel the empathy, and
they act as the jury of Minnie’s peers.”
Glaspell criticizes the legal system for its
lack of empathy toward those who break the
law as well as its unawareness of certain moral
issues leading to crime.
In their research, Bryan and Wolf
interviewed the only child of the youngest
Hossack son. They visited her home, and she
showed them a quilt her grandmother had
made. When they asked her what she knew of
the crime, she admitted she had not known of
the case until she was a teenager. Her mother
advised her never to ask her father about it.
“She did ask him once, ‘What did my
grandfather die of?’” Wolf said. “And Ivan
Hossack said, ‘He died of meanness.’”
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“And here on the left you’ll see that
they’re close to hibernation.”

“The Gift’s Thanksgiving break”

Noah Kahan’s newest album SHEIN SHE-OUT: fast
portrays small town life
fashion on steroids cont.
Staff Writer—Elise Stiemsma

Stick Season, Noah Kahan’s newest album
is a heartfelt listen, with folk infused pop
and sensitive themes. Kahan blends folk and
country with upbeat pop styles. Lyrically,
Kahan sings about recent heartbreak, and his
experiences growing up; rhythmically, Kahan
uses familiar rhythms to bring the listener a
sense of nostalgia.
While Kahan has been making music
since the age of twelve, during an Instagram
live he expressed that this album “feels like a
culmination of (his) music.” Kahan uses banjo,
acoustic guitar, drums, and bass to create a folky
undertone to his music. His older music often
catered towards what his audience wanted, but
this album shows real growth to write music
that is entirely his own.
In concert this past Saturday, Kahan’s
album has been said to have “midwest vibes,”
– a description he can’t help but agree with
after spending the last few days here. Kahan
mixes heartbreak, complicated relationships,
and hometown difficulties. He sings about
“dirt roads named after high school friends’
grandfather” in “Homesick.” This lyric, among
others, reminds me of small town life in Sioux
Center; Kahan reflects on feeling lonely, cutting
yourself off from those around you, even when
you live in a small close knit community. I would
be remiss not to mention “Northern Attitude,”
which is one of the more popular songs on the
album; he argues that the place we grow up
changes the very people we become. As college

students, we live away from our homes in some
sense, learning how the places we grew up can
influence who we are. “Growing Sideways”
then expresses feelings of burnout, which at this
point in the semester many college students are
feeling.
Highlights of the album include the titular
track “Stick Season,” for those suffering from
heartbreak, “Homesick” for those fed up with
small town living, and “New Perspectives” for
those fighting their hometown and their broken
heart. This album will sound familiar to fans
of Kahan’s distinct music, but will awe new
listeners who are fans of Ray LaMontagne, the
Lumineeers, the Avett Brothers, the Ruralists,
or Mumford & Sons.
Photo credit: Celeste Vandermeer

the worker who got paid two cents for your
rip-off, contaminated sweater, produced under
life-threatening conditions. I hope it looks cute
enough on you for it to be worthy of them dying
from untreated chemical burns.
Just like ripped jeans and layered tank tops,
these articles of clothing cycle rapidly in and
out of trends. At any given point with SHEIN,
you can hop online and buy something that will
be out of style in less than a month. Our most
impulsive desires can be met with no regard
for the future of both our wallet and our home.
Around half of fast-fashion garments produced
get thrown away in one year.
Chemicals contaminate each article of
SHEIN clothing you can get your hands on.
Rayon is a type of fabric made from wood pulp.
Used in numerous contexts, rayon itself is not
inherently harmful—but the chemicals needed
to make it are toxic, namely carbon disulfide.
Carbon disulfide is neurotoxic and harms
the eyes, kidneys, blood, heart, liver, and skin.
Readily absorbed through the skin and in the
respiratory tract, these chemicals affect both
consumers and workers.
SHEIN kills the environment. Fast fashion
is in the top three most wasteful industries,
behind construction and food. Fashion gives
off more carbon than international flights and

maritime shipping combined, according to the
Dhaka Tribune. Despite claims saying they
value lowering their carbon footprint, there
has been—again—no evidence supporting this
claim. While SHEIN says they value using
recycled materials, only 64 of their 50,000
dresses are made using recycled polyester,
according to Brightly.eco.
Our water sources are also being contaminated
by SHEIN. It produces overseas, where there
are less regulations regarding environmental
conditions. This works out well for companies
like SHEIN: about 20 percent of wastewater
worldwide is created by textile dyeing,
according to the Princeton Student Climate
Initiative. This wastewater becomes toxic, with
very little potential to ever become safe again.
SHEIN is cheap, yes. But its affordability is
not an excuse to support it, and it’s not classist
to hate the company. There are plenty of lowcost options like thrifting or consignment store
shopping. Nobody needs new outfits weekly—
and clothing can be worn more than once,
despite what fast fashion culture has pushed.
Be conscious of what you consume. Know
what you’re supporting when you buy. The
prices are low, but the cost is unbearably high.
Contributed photo

Noah Kahan performing in Minneapolis
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